
Council of Superintendents minutes for October 10, 2018.  Washburn Institute of 

Technology.  

 

The meeting was welcomed by Chairman Richard Proffitt, USD 250 Pittsburg. 

 

AmeriCorps grant opportunity - Jessica Noble shared with the group that AmeriCorps 

understands the benefits of early childhood programming.  She shared there is a grant 

opportunity opening on Friday October 12th and due January 11, 2019.  If you would like 

more information about the grant, contact Jessica at 785-296-3163 or email her at 

jnoble@ksde.org or find out more information at kanserve.org 

 

American Heart Association (AHA) – Rebecca Giles shared AHA wants to partner with 

schools across the nation in the District Heart Challenge.  They can share online only or 

can send out packets to school to collect donations.  They would like our help to continue 

to push information out to kids.  Less than 20% of schools that participate actually help 

with fundraising.  American Heart Association’s main goal by 2020 is to get the 

information to the kids and hope to improve the cardiovascular health of all Americans 

by 20% while reducing death from cardiovascular diseases and stroke by 20%.  To reach 

this goal they have adapted the whole school, whole child, and whole community model.  

They have email and newsletters to share and have givebacks and incentives (see 

handout).  Schools are eligible for grants and there is a deadline of October 31 to sign up.  

Schools participating in the Kid’s Heart or the American heart challenge are eligible for 

the grant.  Staff wellness newsletters are available all for no cost. 

 

Communities In Schools (CIS)- Brandy Tofel, Assoc. VP of field operations shared that 

communities in schools serve 1.3 million youth in 26 states and in more than 3000 public 

schools.  They provide whole school services and individualized case management 

service  (full list of service in handout).  CIS goal is to be in schools to help all kids 

succeed.  CIS works inside K-12 school full-time to build relationships with students that 

empower them to stay in school and succeed in life. CIS provides clean clothes, help with 

schoolwork, and counseling services.  They connect with students with relationships and 

resources to help students succeed (see handouts).  Communities In Schools 

superintendent of the year was Richard Proffitt. 

 

Kansas State School for the Blind (KSSB) update - Jon Harding, interim Superintendent 

shared that KSSB was governed by KSDE and funded by Kansas Legislature.  He also 

visited with the Superintendents about the network of statewide services for students that 

serves over 1500 visually impaired students.  KSSB provides both technical assistance 

and direct instruction.  Most of the services for Pre-K –12 services are free and can be 

found on their website at kssb.net. There is a charge for the transition program.  The 

transition program is a comprehensive and individualized program that provides the skills 

and experiences to facilitate an effective transition from high school to adulthood or as a 

student enter the work force.  The transition program allows students to participate in 

graduation ceremonies and their local school and then come to Kansas State School for 

the Blind for targeted training.  
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Kansas State School for the Deaf (KSD) update - Luanne Barron, interim superintendent 

shared of the Statewide Outreach Services available from KFD.  KSD serves children 

birth to 21 who are deaf/hard of hearing, by collaborating with their families, community, 

and other professionals.  KSD has outreach services and staff to provide professional 

development/ inservice on a variety of topics at our local school districts or on the KFD 

campus (see handout- KFD outreach services).  The Outreach staff is also available to 

support our districts with on-site consultation with hard of hearing children.  Luanne also 

shared that all babies born in Kansas’s hospitals are required to have a hearing screening.  

KSD has a language assessment program in accordance with K.S.A. 75-5397e to assess, 

monitor, and track the language development on milestones for each child who is deaf or 

hard of hearing from birth through age 8 in Kansas (see handout- language assessment 

program– deaf/ hard of hearing).  KSD/TASN – KFD and KSDE have partnered to 

provide currently licensed teachers an opportunity to study deaf education through 

TASN.  

 

Superintendent of the year finalists – chairman Richard Proffitt shared that Steve Noble, 

Seaman USD 345 and Glen Suppes, Smoky Valley USD 400 are the Kansas School 

Superintendents Associations (KSSA) 2019 Kansas Superintendent of the year finalists. 

 

Chasing the Dragon: The Life of an Opioid Addict: Thomas Relford – Assistant Special 

Agent in Charge - FBI (KC office) – shared that the FBI, DEA has released a 

documentary film addressing heroin and prescription drug abuse.  The film “Chasing the 

Dragon: The Life of an Opioid Addict is a 45 minutes documentary aimed at educating 

students and young adults about the dangers of addiction.  This video is available to 

schools at no cost by contacting PAS Dixon Land at the Kansas City FBI office 816-512-

8463 or email at dcland@fbi.gov or can be found online at 

https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/raising-awareness-of-opioid-addiction 

Thomas recommended the film would be appropriate for high school students and maybe 

middle school with discretion from administration.  

 

Safe and Secure schools money – KSDE School Safety Specialists - Susan McMahan and 

John Calvert shared that the State legislature approved 5 million in funding to schools for 

school safety and security grants (matching funds).  Over 13 million was applied for from 

school districts in the safe schools grant.  The main goal of the newly created department 

is to create planning standards required by Senate Bill 109. These standards must include 

but aren’t limited to: School infrastructure including secured entrances and windows; 

security technology, including but not limited to alarms and security cameras; 

Communication systems, including, but not limited to, systems of interoperability 

between the school districts and law enforcement agencies; and any other systems or 

facilities the state board determines necessary.  Concerning the collaboration between law 

enforcement and schools.  Radio capabilities / communications drills will also be 

required in schools in addition to the 16 current crisis drills schools are responsible for.  

John and Susan are required to have a plan for these communication drills to KSDE for 

approval by Nov 20th.  By law, schools are supposed to have the drills implemented by 

January 1, 2019.  There are nine standards school districts are responsible for.  
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Get an “A” in voting – G.A. Buie, KSSA, Wayne Burke, USD 230,  and Glen Suppes, 

USD 400 – shared stories from their school district and encouraged school leaders to 

encourage staff members and community members to model our civic duty by voting. 

They shared October 16th was the deadline to register to vote for the November 6th 

election.  They all shared that every vote matters in this election and that the winners in 

this election will determine how the state addresses school funding and numerous other 

education issues. They also shared that Mark Tallman has a very good 15 minute video 

titled “Ask KASB: Dollars to the Classroom” that explains the 75% to the classroom 

theory. 

 

Update on School Finance: Dale Dennis and Craig Neuenswander, KSDE 

• PBR/ SO66 were due October 12 and at meeting time 144 districts had submitted 

• Ask us to double check out-of-district transportation to make sure we are not 

counting students that live out of district as “in-district”. 

• SPED audit - post audit is auditing SPED should be completed in November. 

• Shared a computer printout as requested by legislators on Cash balances (see 

handouts) 

 

Update from KSDE Division of learning services - Brad Neuenswander, KSDE 

• Shared that some of the children that meet the definition of at risk are not being 

funded because they are not being entered correctly in the KIDS data system for 

the September 20th count. 

• To be eligible for State pre-K four-year-old at risk, a child must be four years of 

age on or before August 31, 2018. 

• Parents as Teachers received an extra million dollars this year. 

 

Update from the commissioner - Randy Watson, KSDE 

• Kansas leads the world in the success of each student. Goal is 95% graduation 

rate,  70 to 75% effective rate.  Effective rate is calculated by taking the 

graduation rate and multiplying it by the calculated success rate. 

• Success rate – a student must meet one of the four following outcomes within two 

years of high school graduation. 1. Student earned an industry recognized 

certification while in high school 2. Student is in a post secondary certification 

program 3. Student completed a post secondary degree.  4.  Student enrolled in 

post secondary in either the first and second-year following high school 

graduation.  

• ACT/ workkeys – a record number of students took the ACT test in 2018 as 

Kansas tested over 25,000 students, an increase of 362 from last year.  Initial test 

date for online or on paper testing will be February 20, 2019. The work keys will 

be taken on paper February 21, 2019 with the make up date on April 3, 2019. 

• A University of Michigan study shared the importance of students taking the 

ACT. 

• The Kansas legislature appropriated funds for: One free ACT assessment and 

workkey suite of assessments.  A student may complete one or both of the 

assessments. 

• Kansas still discussing providing the first 15 credits of college free for our 



students, Community colleges are resisting. 

• Kansas Can Competencies include intrapersonal, interpersonal, cognitive skills 

• Recognition- replacing Standard of Excellence / Governor award 

District recognition (not building) 

Gold, Silver Bronze and Copper recognition 

Commissioners Award .40 effect size 

KSSA leadership meeting- Justin Henry, KSSA President 

• Shared appreciation for those who donated to candidates that support education.  

The Superintendents group donations totaled about $5000 , which was about $21 

each. He challenged the group to donate to those individuals who support public 

education.  

• Reminder of the KSSA Assistant Superintendent workshop Nov 16th in Goddard 

9-3 PM  

• Encouraged the group to nominate Kansas retiring Superintendents for AASA 

awards. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Royce R. Powelson Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 

Jayhawk USD #346 

office 913-795-2247 
 

 


