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Kansas School for the Deaf

 Established in 1861 as a statewide 

resource to serve students who are Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing (DHH) and their 

families

 Located in Olathe with campus-based 

program and outreach services (0-21)

 Early intervention support for families and 

children age 0-3

 Outreach supports for students (families, 

and professionals) receiving educational 

services in their home district



Outreach Staff

 Family/Community Engagement 

Coordinator 

 Early Intervention Specialists

 Education & Reading Specialist

 Speech/Language Pathologist

 Audiologist

 Clinical Psychologist

 Blended Learning (distance learning)



KSD Outreach Services

Parent-Family 

Services, 

Resources, & 

Supports

Student 

Evaluations & 

Professional 

Development 

Training

Hearing 

Assistive 

Training (HAT)

Resource 

Center for 

Information on 

Deaf Education



Parent-Family Services, 

Resources & Supports
Early Intervention: Birth-Three

 Provide services for families of children who 
are DHH throughout the state of Kansas in 
collaboration with local infant/toddler 
networks

 Collaborate with “Sound Beginnings” Infant & 
Toddler Early Intervention Services

 Coordinate the “Sound START” train-the-
trainer early intervention program 



Parent-Family Services, Resources 

& Supports
Early Intervention: Birth-Three
 Direct services to families include:

• Conduct home visits

• Collaborate with service providers

• Attend audiology appointments with family

• Expedite team meetings

• Complete appropriate paperwork

• Facilitate the transition from Part C to Part B

• Participate in IFSP/IEP meetings



Parent-Family Services, 

Resources & Supports
Early Intervention: Birth-Three
 Statewide Parent Support Group 

• Partnering parents together

• Host social, family events and workshops for parents

 Parent/Play Group  
• Open to any family with a D/HH child

• Topics of interest are chosen by parents

 Family Signs Kansas - distance American Sign Language 
classes for families via videoconference

 Distance ASL classes and ASL storytelling for students
• Pilot program –fall, 2018

• Expanded program – spring, 2019



Hearing Assistive Training (HAT) 

Program

 In 1977, the State Board of Education asked 
KSD to administer the state-wide auditory 
training equipment program 

 Over the past 41 years, equipment has 
evolved and is able to serve a full spectrum of 
hearing levels.  

 KSD continues to provide state of the art 
assistive hearing devices for lease to local 
districts across the state of Kansas.  



Student Evaluations & 

Professional Development Training

 Resources available to local school 
districts and special education 
cooperatives

• Free initial consults

• 3-day comprehensive re-evaluations

• On-site observations

• Professional Development 

• Language Assessment Program for DHH 
Students (LAP-DHH)



Student Evaluations & 

Professional Development Training

 Our staff is specifically trained to work with 
and assess students who are deaf/hard of 
hearing

 We provide services, information, resources, 
and supports the schools cannot provide 
themselves
• What tests to give

• How to adapt tests, strategies, and resources

• How to interpret test results

• Evidence-based practices for deaf education



Outreach Comprehensive 

Evaluations

 Look at the “whole child”
• Parents

• Local district staff

• Records review

• Observation of current educational 
environment

 Diagnosticians vs “testers”
• Interpret data – score and analyze results

• Report data – post-evaluation meetings, 
resources, strategies, examples, follow-up



Outreach Comprehensive 

Evaluations
 Multi-disciplinary Approach

• Audiology

• Psychology
o Makes diagnoses
o Recommend appropriate follow-up for additional 

community services

• Speech and Language
o Vocabulary (sign language/print)
o English Language (receptive/expressive)
o Articulation

• Academics
o Basic concepts
o Reading
o Writing
o Mathematics

• Motor Skills



Outreach Comprehensive 

Evaluations
 3-day process

• Pre-evaluation meeting with parents

• 2 ½ days conducting assessments

• Post-evaluation 2-3 hour meeting with child’s parents and 
school staff providing preliminary results

 Parents welcome to stay at KSD Family Suite
• Tour of KSD

• Visit to Museum of Deaf History, Arts and Culture (MDHAC)

• Resources

 Follow-up
• Detailed reports

• Possible consultations and/or professional dev. trainings



District Professional 

Development

 Child specific

• Meet with team

• Review records

• Plan presentations

• Plan activities

 General

 Requested Topic



Resource Center for Information 

on Deaf and Hard of Hearing

 Lending Library

• Books, videotapes/DVDs, and other materials on 
Deafness

• Free loans to families and professionals in Kansas

 ListServ Subscription

 Presentations at the local, state, and national 
level

 Teachers of the Deaf Endorsement



Language Assessment 

Program for Children who 

are Deaf/Hard of Hearing 

(K.S.A. 75-5397e)



Purpose of K.S.A. 75-5397e

 Establish a language assessment program 
with the purpose of assessing, monitoring, and 
tracking the language developmental 
milestones of children who are deaf/hard of 
hearing ages birth-eight.

 At a minimum, annual assessments will be 
given to each child who is deaf or hard of 
hearing and who is less than 9 years old in ASL 
and/or English.



Intended Outcomes
 Gaps/delays in language will be identified earlier 

so that appropriate interventions can be 
implemented.

 Children who are deaf/hard of hearing will have 
language levels commensurate with their hearing 
peers, regardless of language choice (ASL and/or 
English).

 Children will meet both the Kansas Early Learning 
and English Language standards, be Kindergarten 
ready, and continue to show achievement in all 
areas of development.


