
Council of Superintendents 9-12-18 

KASB, Topeka, KS 

 

Richard Proffitt, Chair of Council of Superintendents, asked all Superintendents to share 

salary increases from their district and to share an item they were most proud of in their 

districts. 

 

 

Brad Neuenswaner, KSDE shared the 2019 ACT/ Workkeys Information sheet and added 

the following: 

a. ACT initial test date Feb.20, 2019 available for any junior whether they have 

taken the test or not. 

b. Brad did not believe many seniors will take the ACT in February as many 

deadlines will already be passed. 

c. KSDE will be working with Department of commerce (Diane Debacker) so 

they understand the importance of the workkeys. 

d. Apollo phase will be introduced this spring.  

e. 47 of the 286 districts are currently in the redesign process. 

f. Over time redesign will affect KESA- as some districts will be speaking a 

different language. There are four (school redesign principles) common 

principals in mercury and districts. KESA rubrics are being updated with 

language. 

g. Flight manual for school redesign will be ready year 

h. 4-year-old risk - there were 515 open slots after Labor Day weekend. 

 

James Tweed, Director of emergency services in Jefferson County spoke about enhanced 

communication in the school. 

a. Radio communication is very important during school emergencies. 

b. Many buildings’ structure limits the use of old emergency responder 

equipment. 

c. New technology has allowed better communication in buildings for 

emergency responders (800 megahertz).  

d. With the technology available they are able to communicate with all 

responding agencies to school emergencies. 

e. These services are available at no cost. 

 

Flint Hills - Melissa Hamilton and Alex Munoz shared a Job Corp pamphlet “careers 

Begin here” 

a. Job Corps offers tuition-free training and education 

b. Goal is to provide hands on training in the Industry sectors of: Advanced 

Manufacturing, Automotive and machine repair, Construction, Finance and 

Business, Health Care, Homeland Security, Hospitality, Information 

Technology, Renewable Resources and Energy, Retail Sales and Services, 

Transportation.  They shared specifics about the large need for workers in 

Welding certification, CDL - truck driving classes, Carpentry, masonry, and 

healthcare. 



c. Job Corp is funded to serve 217 students and currently are serving around 50 

on campus. 

 

Brett Flachsbarth, Unemployment Insurance Director -Kansas Department of Labor 

shared information concerning School employees applying for unemployment. 

a. Substitute teachers are not eligible for unemployment benefits because of a 

Kansas Law called reasonable assurance, meaning they cannot get benefits if 

there is reasonable assurance they will be back in employment.  Substitutes 

are called to only work one day and they are not being terminated. 

b. Full time teachers are not allowed unemployment under Federal Law – which 

states that in between academic terms you are not eligible for unemployment 

benefits.  

c. Questions arose about Private bus company employees and Rule 10 coaches.  

Brett shared, if there is a reasonable assurance they will be driving again next 

school year or coaching the next school year there is no unemployment 

benefits.  Superintendents shared stories of employees who did receive 

benefits in previous years, but as rule employees are not eligible for benefits, 

unless they were told not to return to work.  

d. Discharge or separation of work can either be an employee who quits or is 

fired for misconduct.  The substance of quit must prove or demonstrate they 

left because of harassment. 

 

 

Impacts on chronic absenteeism on graduation Cindy Hadicke – KSDE 

Cindy shared the importance of High School attendance. 

 

Suzan Patton, USD 382 Superintendent presented the council with information on the 

School Breakfast Challenge.  She shared that KSDE is seeking 10 schools to pilot 

alternative breakfast deliveries. Schools can apply for a $5000 grant to start the new 

delivery system.  The goal is to get 6000 additional students eating breakfast everyday. 

 

Jordan Roberts, from the Department of health and environment was present to share the 

effects of E cigarettes on young people.  

a. Electronic Cigarette - produces an aerosol not water vapor 

b. Shared #1 tobacco product used among young people. Why are they so 

popular? It’s the cool thing to do!  The tobacco companies have added new 

flavors sweet, candy, and fruit flavor. 

c. Nicotine is present so they are addictive 

d. Consequences for youth - impacts brain development 

e. Aerosol contains carcinogens. 

f. Encouraged all schools to prohibit tobacco products, tobacco related devices, 

and e-cigs. 

g. Tobacco-Vape free campus tool kit is available. 

 

Randy Watson, KSDE commissioner updates: 

a. Thanked all who participated in the teacher of the year program. 8 have been 



selected. 

b. Challenged superintendents to participate in the program.  He wants more schools 

represented.  Encouraged Superintendents to have community groups sponsor. 

c. Top job occupations in Kansas that pay $17 hour or greater, also noting that 

$35,600 is the start of the middle class.  

- Health Care – he shared that 105 school districts have a healthcare pathway 

- Agribusiness - doing well here as many districts have an FFA chapter 

- Teaching - 105 / 286 districts offer as a profession. 

- IT/ Software development - computer Science  

 - Business- sales, accounting  

 - Lineman 

 - FACS- restaurant management 286/286 

 

Dale Dennis and Craig Neuenswander Update on School Finance   

a. Dale shared the Estimated state aid increases (handout)- the money above the 

revenue estimates will fund the increase to the KSBE recommended base.  

b. Shared a Video- Kansas School Funding Crisis Explained (8 min). made before 

Senate Sub bill 61 was passed 

c. Kansas Connect & Learn initiative (Note and a letter) - education super highway. 

Dale shared there was 24.8 million left to spend on Wi-Fi and internal connection 

upgrades.  He shared a list of 57 districts that would benefit 

 

G.A. Buie, KSSA / AASA 

a. KSSA Board donated $1000 to the teacher of the year program. 

b. Get an A in voting campaign.  

c. USAK app- asked that we download app on phones so use of email can be 

reduced.  Asked Superintendents to encourage All district administrators to 

download the app.  

 

Next month Washburn Tech - 2 PM 

 

 

 


